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Message

Guest of Honour Mr Edwin Tong Chun Fai

Minister for Culture, Community and Youth &
Second Minister for Law

Chinese calligraphy, known as“shii fa” (+37%) combines visual, spiritual and aesthetic
beauty. It embraces the knowledge of different brush strokes the use of the “wén fang si bdo” (3¢5
) (the Four Treasures of the Calligraphy) and Chinese philosophy, literature and culture. Its practice
requires self-discipline, concentration and love for the art.

Chinese calligraphy is a distinctive and representative art form in Singapore. The Chinese
Calligraphy Society of Singapore plays a significant role in promoting and preserving this art of
Chinese calligraphy locally. Since its establishment in 1968, the Society has taken the lead in
organizing Chinese calligraphy classes for the general public, schools, and community clubs. Through
the years, the Society has nurtured many lovers for this ancient art form. Since 2004, the Society’s
subsidiary branch, the Singapore Senior Citizen Calligraphy University Centre, has formulated a three-
year structured calligraphy courses for more than 300 senior enthusiasts, some of whom have stayed
on to become calligraphy teachers in the Society or at other community clubs. The Society has thus
served the important task of preserving and promoting Chinese Calligraphy in Singapore.

The Chinese Calligraphy Society of Singapore also organizes both local and international
competitions, hosts exchange visits, exhibitions, and events such as the annual “National HuiChun
Calligraphy Convention” (4= [E4£# K4). I understand that this event, usually held before the Lunar
New Year, has attracted the participation of people from different races and nationalities, young and
old, amateurs and professionals.

We are all privileged to witness the 15th graduation of a cohort of calligraphy enthusiasts
who have spent the past three years with the Singapore Senior Citizen Calligraphy University. Your
interactions with Professor Tan Siah Kwee and your fellow classmates learning the history of Chinese
calligraphy, its different techniques and styles would have been memorable. You have worked hard.
You are an exemplary group of “life-long learners”.

My sincere congratulations to the Chinese Calligraphy Society of Singapore and all the
graduates of 2021. The past three years that you have spent with the Singapore Senior Citizen
Calligraphy University and the many hours you put into practising Chinese calligraphy will provide
you with the knowledge and skills for your future masterpieces. I look forward to seeing more of your
work and contributions to the calligraphy scene in Singapore in the near future.

Thank you.
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