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Guest of Honour Mr Edwin Tong Chun Fai
: Minister for Culture, Community and Youth &
: Second Minister for Law

hinese calligraphy, known as“sha fa”(43¢%) combines visual, spiritual and aesthetic beauty. It embraces the
knowledge of different brush strokes, the use of the “wén fing si bdo”(3CH P E) (the Four Treasures of the

< Calligraphy) and Chinese philosophy, literature and culture. Its practice requires self-discipline, concentration and
< love for the art.

Chinese calligraphy is a distinctive and representative art form in Singapore. The Chinese Calligraphy Society

¢ of Singapore plays a significant role in promoting and preserving this art of Chinese calligraphy locally. Since its

PR PSR B R 4y, R B A QR ZARTE R, FrmgBERhe ©

\ ’ ; > ¢ establishment in 1968, the Society has taken the lead in organizing Chinese calligraphy classes for the general public,
(T U EE DR AR MEAS 3 ZARR R W R T B BRI, AE196BAE AT, RIS KRR, < schools, and community clubs. Through the years, the Society has nurtured many lovers for this ancient art form. Since
< 2004, the Society’s subsidiary branch, the Singapore Senior Citizen Calligraphy University Centre, has formulated
< a three-year structured calligraphy courses for more than 300 senior enthusiasts, some of whom have stayed on to
. become calligraphy teachers in the Society or at other community clubs. The Society has thus served the important

+ task of preserving and promoting Chinese Calligraphy in Singapore.

BT I BETE, BN RERRILIE, RS, REEAMBEED, flm—E—
PRI TR, IO h N ALARPTRAE Z RIRAT, BRI TRARFERM

: exchange visits, exhibitions, and events such as the annual “National HuiChun Calligraphy Convention” (4 E#%

ARERE, WARBRLWALSE, HP2TREII RS AR, N

< K£2). | understand that this event, usually held before the Lunar New Year, has attracted the participation of people
« from different races and nationalities, young and old, amateurs and professionals.

The Chinese Calligraphy Society of Singapore also organizes both local and international competitions, hosts

We are all privileged to witness the 15th graduation of a cohort of calligraphy enthusiasts who have spent the past

+ three years with the Singapore Senior Citizen Calligraphy University. Your interactions with Professor Tan Siah Kwee
< and your fellow classmates learning the history of Chinese calligraphy, its different techniques and styles would have
. been memorable. You have worked hard. You are an exemplary group of “life-long learners”.

My sincere congratulations to the Chinese Calligraphy Society of Singapore and all the graduates of 2021. The

past three years that you have spent with the Singapore Senior Citizen Calligraphy University and the many hours you
< put into practising Chinese calligraphy will provide you with the knowledge and skills for your future masterpieces. |
: look forward to seeing more of your work and contributions to the calligraphy scene in Singapore in the near future.
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Guest of Honour Mr Edwin Tong Chun Fai
Minister for Culture, Community and Youth &
Second Minister for Law

rofessor Tan Siah Kwee, President of the Chinese Calligraphy

Society of Singapore (CCSS), Mr Yeo Eng Koon, Chairman,
Chairman of the Singapore Calligraphy Centre, Graduates, Ladies
and Gentlemen
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Now let me continue my speech in English.

It is my pleasure to be invited as the Guest of Honour for today’s
graduation ceremony to share the joy and happiness of the 13 graduates.
The elegantly displayed calligraphy artworks around this hall are a
testimony of your persistent learning and hard work over the past three
years. My congratulations to all of you.

Most of the graduates this year are seniors above 60. Among you
are two pioneers above 70 and a few educated in English. All of you
have demonstrated what it means by lifelong learning, and are role
models for many of our seniors in society. Or as we say in Chinese:
HEE, #EE!

I would also like to commend the good work of the CCSS. Over
the past 17 years, the CCSS’s Singapore Senior Citizen Calligraphy
University has nurtured more than 300 graduates. As a NAC Major
Company since 2006, CCSS has consistently organised a wide range of
classes, workshops, exhibitions and international exchanges to broaden
the understanding and appreciation of Chinese calligraphy from youths
to senior citizens. CCSS programmes include collaborations with
community clubs like Kreta Ayer, Bukit Batok and Yew Tee, which
annually reaches approximately 280,000 audiences.

Furthermore, we are heartened to see CCSS actively adopting
digital platforms and technology for marketing and exhibition
presentations. For instance, in 2020, CCSS presented a virtual
exhibition of Wang Sui Pick’s works with the support of NAC’s Digital
Presentation Grant (DPG).

Please keep up the good work.
Wish everyone here good health and good luck.
Thank you.
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